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WHAT IS THE

INITIATIVE ABOUT?,

Ocean plastic pollution has become a major
challenge for marine life and ecosystem. To
tackle this problem, a better understanding of
the pathways of plastic litter is urgently needed.
This is where the Plastic Pirates come in: The
Plastic Pirates — Go Europe! initiative investiga-
tes plastic waste pollution in European rivers,
oceans, and seas. Using a large-scale citizen
science approach, young people gather research
data that is being analysed by scientists and
researchers.
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HOW DOES IT

Young people interested in science and the en-
vironment are given the opportunity to play a
hands-on role in research. They decide which
river, coast or sea to investigate for plastic pol-
lution. They take the samples, measure, collect
and enter the data gathered into a database. This
way, they become an integral part of scientific
research and gain knowledge on litter pollution of
their local streams, rivers, and coastlines.

Plastic Pirates samplings take place in spring and
autumn. Videos, booklets and teaching material
explain how a sampling works in detail. Each step
is an important building block for the scientific
study and ensures that the data gathered is relia-
ble and usable.


https://www.plastic-pirates.eu/en/videos
https://www.plastic-pirates.eu/en/material/download

WHAT ARE THE
MAIN OBJECTIVES?.

to gain and improve scientific knowledge
and raise environmental awareness

t@': to proactively engage and empower especi-
ally young European citizens to act

=2 to increase the scientific and ocean literacy
of the participants

to gather, analyse and share research data
on the origins and pathways of plastic pol-
lution from and in European rivers, oceans
and seas

@ to help to develop systematic solutions for
the prevention, reduction, and removal of
marine and riverine pollution, particularly
plastics

(\ to test, replicate, and refine best-practice
models for linking excellent science and
citizen engagement



 PLASTIC PIRATES -
GO EUROPE!



https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2021-11/ec_rtd_era-policy-agenda-2021.pdf
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2021-11/ec_rtd_era-policy-agenda-2021.pdf
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en 

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en
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Follow us on

@plasticpiratesgoeurope

0 Plastic Pirates - Go Europe

X M[@PlasticPirateEU

The official Plastic Pirates website is available in
10 different European languages:
https://www.plastic-pirates.eu/en



https://www.instagram.com/plasticpiratesgoeurope/
https://www.facebook.com/plasticpiratesgoeurope
https://twitter.com/PlasticPirateEU
https://www.plastic-pirates.eu/en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en

