
Introduction Sampling impressions

The Plastic Pirates – Go Europe! initiative was implemented in
Austria in autumn 2022. Since then, 107 groups with in total 1980
participants conducted collections in all federal states of Austria.
Samplings were performed in spring and autumn thus four
sampling periods took place.

Results

Overall, 86 times group A was examined, 59 data sets of these
were qualified. Litter was found in a total of 297 out of 496 of the
analyzed circular areas. In total, 1,853 pieces of waste with good
data quality were registered in 2023 after verification of the data.

Further information 
can be found here 

https://www.plastic-pirates.eu/at 

Which plastics can be found on 
Austrian river shores?
Results of the Austrian Plastic Pirates – Go Europe! initiative.
Schmied Magdalena, Kraml Magdalena, Noichl Anna

The map shows the sampling locations in Austria. Approximately
a third of all samplings took place in Vienna, in sum another
third in Lower and Upper Austria. 18% of the school groups
conducted their sampling along the Danube.

Group B was conducted 101 times, 61 data sets of these were
qualified. Within these, 1,790 pieces of single-use plastics and
2,829 cigarette butts were identified. Of the single-use plastics
collected, 634 were plastic packaging and 302 were plastic bags.
Overall 15,740 pieces were registered.
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Influence on citizen scientists

• Protecting their future.

Becoming aware of 
intergenerational responsibility 
we all have.

• Influencing Social Change.

Realizing that a generation can 
lead the way into the direction 
against plastic pollution.

• Educational Opportunities & 
Cultivating a sustainable 
mindset.

Taking part in the project provides 
young people with information 
about plastics regarding their 
longevity and effects on 
ecosystems, which may lead to  
more sustainable behaviour in 
the future.
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