
What’s up in the 
Hungarian rivers?
Plastic pollution:
Danube is the biggest river in Hungary. 
But the most polluted one is the 
Danube’s longest tributary, the River 
Tisza.

How was the sampling?
In Hungary, sampling was conducted at 
16 locations on 9 rivers between 2022 
and 2024. Groups of students, supervised 
by teachers and PET Kupa (Plastic Cup) 
experts, worked in teams to collect and 
document plastic waste.

Thǃ Plastiƹ Piratǃ 
AmbassadoȨȮ:
AndráȮ anƿ Bendɖ

300 children and 30 teachers from 16 educational 
institutions participated in the Plastic Pirates Go 
Europe! campaign in Hungary.Our findings:

The results show that the most abundant riverine litter type in Hungary was plastic (34%). Most of the 
plastic pollution could be detected in the first transect, close to the riverside (40%). Glass was also more 
abundant close to the river (49%) but cigarettes behaved the opposite way (see chart on the right). We 
sampled 9 rivers in Hungary (marked with yellow on the map below).


